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on what must always have been one of the main routes of trade and 
intercourse between the inhabitants of the interior and those of the 
coast. George M. Dawson. 

Man, Fast and Present. By A. H. Keane, F. R. G. S. [etc.], Cam- 
bridge [England] : University Press, 1899. 8°, 584 pp., 12 plates of 
type portraits. 

In 1896 Mr Keane wrote his Ethnology, in which the subject of the 
varieties of mankind is discussed in two parts, fundamental ethnical 
problems and the primary ethnical groups. In the present volume the 
author essays to establish the independent specialization of the Negro, 
the Mongol, the American, and the Caucasian. Already in 1896 Mr 
Keane had declared, " I'heure des grandes synthases a d^jl, sonne," 
and now the effort is made to present from the point of view of the 
evolutionist the story of humanity from first to last and everywhere. 
Of course, you realize that to undertake such a task one must have 
read widely and been in touch during the last forty years with every 
worthy writer on any phase of the subject. 

The author believes in the specific unity of mankind, of whom he 
makes four primary divisions, all descended from a generalized proto- 
human form, the Pleistocene man, from whom they sprung divergently 
and independently by adaptation to environment. The recently dis- 
covered Pithecanthropus erectus, found in the Pliocene beds of eastern 
Java by Dr Eugene Dubois, is the link that brings man nearer to the 
common stem, as will be seen in the table : 



European, cranial capacity 1550 c.c. 
Low races " 1250 c.c. 

P. erectus " 1000 c.c. 




Simian Stem. 
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The starting-point is Java, whence man began to spread ; erect, 
but physically and mentally ape-like, though having rudimentary 
speech. On the question when and where this Pliocene proto-human 
became the Pleistocene precursors, Mr Keane is a little obscure, inso- 
much that both Sergi and Ehrenreich call him a polygenist, but this he 
hotly denies. For the enactment of all human history a million years 
of time are demanded. 

The bulk of the volume is taken up with the discussion of the four 
primary divisions, the Ethiopic, the Mongolic, the American, and the 
Caucasic. Each part is preceded by a thesis or text or conspectus, an 
excellent arrangement, in which the author lays down in italics just 
what he means to prove concerning the primeval home, the present 
home, the physical or anthropographic characters, the mental characters 
(including speech, religion, and culture), and the main ethnic subdi- 
visions of the group. 

The Ethiopic variety is treated under the head of African Negroes 
and Papuasians, or Oceanic Negroes, which are held to be one, and 
their subdivisions correspond. Mr Keane's statement of the universal 
spread of the Papuasians in the Indo- Pacific must be taken with cau- 
tion. His appreciation of the whole Ethiopic variety is disparaging. 

Mongolic man had his root on the Tibetan plateau, and developed 
two main limbs, the Mongolo-Tatar, who is made to include even the 
Eskimo, and the Tibeto-Indo-Chinese, with an eastern oceanic offshoot. 
The development of the Oceanic Mongols becomes especially important 
now, since the United States has undertaken the care of five millions 
of them. It is to be hoped that those charged with this discipline will 
take into their counsel trained ethnologists. 

Homo Americanus, with whom the readers of this journal are especially 
concerned, Mr Keane holds, occupied the Western Hemisphere from 
Point Barrow to Fuegia in Pleistocene times. He reached America in 
the primitive state, by two streams of migration, the eastern, long- 
headed, or Eskimo-Botocudo, the earliest ; and the western, later, 
short-headed, new Stone-Age stream. And then the trails were closed. 
No doubt Mr Keane can find in recent literature statements by most 
excellent authorities to the effect that "stone implements and many 
other things are found in the latest Pleistocene deposits of valleys and 
plains everywhere throughout America." But this is only the writer's 
opinion, not a fact. For us, a fact is an exact agreement between what 
exists and what is said to exist, and on this plea, the latest researches 
of the Bureau of American Ethnology do not confirm the existence of 
the Pleistocene American. But the readers of this journal will also be 
amazed to find that two of our colleagues have been utterly ignored from 
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lid to lid, — the late Dr Daniel G. Brinton, the only man who ever wrote 
a book on the American race, and Professor William H. Holmes, head 
curator of anthropology in the United States National Museum, who 
has dug out of the earth more stone implements than all the rest of us 
combined, whose researches are limited only by two oceans. 

A large space — over a hundred pages— is given to Caucasic man, 
who became such, originally, in north Africa. This is par excellence 
the battle-ground of theorists, and Mr Keane himself thinks that a 
return to chaos is threatened. The questions of terminology, language 
versus blood, of the African origin of all the Caucasic types, are dis- 
cussed at length. The three biological types of Europe, the Teutonic, 
the Alpine, and the Mediterranean, according to this author were all 
established in Mauritania. Much space is given to the Hamites, dif- 
fused over a vast area in northern Africa, Europe, and Asia. The 
Hittite question is left in abeyance, the Pelasgians are the foundation 
of Hellenic culture. The last chapter traverses the ground of Dr 
Ripley's recent work, The Races of Europe. The latter, however, rests 
its argument wholly on biological ground, while Mr Keane calls to the 
witness-stand likewise the philologist and the culture-historian. 

We would call the editor's attention to the imperfect manner in 
which he has prepared the illustrations and to the poverty of the index, 
some authors quoted in the text not being in the list at all, and for 
others who are mentioned, all the places of quotation are not indicated. 
In a summary the index is of first importance. O. T. Mason. 

The Races of Europe, a Sociological Study. By William Z. Ripley. Ac- 
companied by a Supplementary Bibliography of the Anthropology and 
Ethnology of Europe, published by the Public Library of the City of 
Boston. New York : D. Appleton & Co., 1899. 8°, 624 pp., 222 
type portraits, 86 maps and diagrams. 
The readers of this journal have been expecting this crowning volume 
to the author's articles in the Popular Science Monthly on the " Racial 
Geography of Europe." The work is bound to have a wide circulation. 
It represents an amount of painstaking labor which few are fitted or 
willing to perform. The author, his wife, the Boston Public Library, 
the publishers, with the cooperation of the ablest specialists at home 
and abroad, all conspired to produce the best results of the last twenty 
years in physical anthropology. 

The mechanical execution is good— type, portraits, maps from many 
sources reduced to a common graphic significance, the bibliography, 
footnotes, methods of referring to the same author again and again. 



